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Beverly Pepper, Space Outside
Curated by llaria Bignotti and Marco Tonelli
In collaboration with the Beverly Pepper Projects Foundation

BOLOGNA, CUBO Unipol
Opening: Thursday, October 16, 2025, at 6:00 PM

From October 16, 2025, to January 24, 2026, the exhibition “Beverly Pepper, Space
Outside” will be on view in Bologna at the two venues of CUBO, the Corporate
Museum of the Unipol Group. Curated by llaria Bignotti and Marco Tonelli — the latter
also scientific curator of the artist’'s foundation — the exhibition is the result of a close
collaboration with the Beverly Pepper Projects Foundation, which oversaw the
research. It offers a valuable opportunity to delve into the work of one of the most
significant figures in contemporary sculpture.

The exhibition presents thirty-six works, including sculptures, preparatory drawings,
watercolors, and sketchbooks spanning a broad period from 1965 to 2018. The
display is further enriched by a comprehensive documentary section composed of videos
and photographs.

The exhibition begins with two works that are part of the Unipol Group’s art collection —
Prisms (1967-1968) and Virgo Rectangle Twist (1967) — both made of mirrored stainless
steel and originating from one of Pepper’s pivotal sculptural series. These pieces are
accompanied by design sketches and other works on an environmental scale. The
exhibition traces the evolution of Pepper's sculpture: from works that integrate with
external space through reflection, to forms that become environments — spaces for
gathering, encounter, engagement, and personal and collective experience. This transition
is marked by one of Pepper’s earliest personal artistic concepts, which she defined as
Connective Art, later developing into what she termed Amphiscultures: monumental
theaters and amphitheaters in which sculpture merges architecture with the landscape.
These are places of refuge and querencia — literally “where the bull goes to feel safe from
the matador” — and Pepper’s sculptural practice remains deeply relevant today, offering a
vision of Space Outside as a place of safety, memory, and awareness.

In addition to a model of her final Land Art project (Amphisculpture, 2018, created in
L’Aquila), the exhibition will also feature an extensive iconographic archive that
becomes a work in its own right: a kaleidoscope of images and visions of Pepper at
work — portrayed with short hair in the foundry, where she once adopted the name
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"George" to learn casting techniques, and later as both the icon and muse of her own
sculpture, captured in photographs posed before her works.

The Bologna exhibition retraces the stages through which the American artist — who
became an adopted Italian, living in Todi from 1972 until her passing — transformed
sculpture into landscape, architecture, and, above all, collective emotion. It is a journey
through forms, materials, and ideas that continue to engage with contemporary
challenges, inviting us to rediscover a sense of belonging and the connections between
human beings, nature, and the urban environment.

The exhibition is accompanied by a catalogue featuring texts by curators llaria Bignotti
and Marco Tonelli, along with Arianna Bettarelli, head of the archive at the Beverly Pepper
Projects Foundation.

To further explore Beverly Pepper’s artistic trajectory and poetics, CUBO will host a study
day on November 27, 2025, featuring contributions from Andrea Pinotti, Loris Cecchini,
Marco Tonelli, and Arianna Bettarelli, moderated by llaria Bignotti.

Technical Sheet

Title Beverly Pepper. Space Outside

Curated by Ilaria Bignotti and Marco Tonelli

In collaboration with Beverly Pepper Projects Foundation

Dates October 16, 2025 — January 24, 2026

Press Preview Wednesday, October 15, at 11:30 AM — CUBO at Porta Europa
Opening Thursday, October 16, at 6:00 PM — CUBO at Torre Unipol and Porta Europa

Exhibition Venues
CUBO at Porta Europa — Piazza Sergio Vieira de Mello, 3/5
CUBO at Torre Unipol — Via Larga, 8, Bologna

Admission Free entrance

Opening Hours Monday: 2:00 PM — 7:00 PM/ Tuesday to Friday: 9:30 AM — 8:00 PM /Saturday: 9:30 AM — 2:30 PM/
Sunday: Closed

Public Information www.cubounipol.it

Catalogue Published by CUBO, with texts by Ilaria Bignotti, Marco Tonelli, and Arianna Bettarelli
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