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28 AUGUST | 25 OCTOBER 2026 
 

ALICJA KWADE 
PARAPOSITION 

 

Alicja Kwade, one of the most internationally acclaimed contemporary artists, 
will present Paraposition in Piazza del Popolo, an installation of interlocking 

steel frames, supporting monumental stone boulders that appear to float 
weightlessly in space. Beneath them, a solitary bronze chair introduces a 

human presence, grounding the work between fragility, gravity and perception.  

At the Sala delle Pietre, Kwade will present works engaging with the perception 
and measurement of time, including, among others, a new clock sculpture and 

her renowned work 88 Seconds. 

Kwade has also created the official poster for the 40th edition of the Todi 
Festival. 

 
Todi (PG) renews its vocation as an active centre for the promotion of 
contemporary art.  
 
Following projects dedicated to Arnaldo Pomodoro, Fabrizio Plessi, Mark di Suvero and Ian 
Davenport, the Beverly Pepper Projects Foundation, in collaboration with the 
Municipality of Todi, has invited Alicja Kwade (Katowice, Poland, 1979) to present a 
monumental installation alongside a solo exhibition in Todi. Kwade is among the most 
internationally renowned contemporary artists, celebrated for her large-scale installations, 
such as those created for the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York (2019) and Place 
Vendôme in Paris (2022). 
 
From 28 August, Piazza del Popolo and the Sala delle Pietre in Todi will host a 
solo exhibition curated by Marco Tonelli, Scientific Curator of the Fondazione Progetti 
Beverly Pepper, featuring a selection of large-scale works.  
 
The exhibition opens in Piazza del Popolo, where an installation from the 
ParaPosition series will remain on view until 25 October 2026. The work brings 
together interlocking steel structures, suspended stone boulders, and a solitary bronze chair, 



creating a precarious equilibrium in which mass, gravity, and human presence appear subtly 
destabilised.  
 
At the Sala delle Pietre, until 4 October 2026, visitors will be able to admire some of 
Kwade’s iconic works investigating the relationship between time, space and perception 
through sculptural devices of striking visual impact. These include a new clock work 
distinguished by the presence of an industrial-looking analogue clock behaving in a surreal, 
mathematically “impossible” way, as well as 88 Seconds, composed of a series of stainless-
steel rings that appear to hover or fall at varying angles, tracing the trajectory of a single 
spinning ring as it gradually comes to rest on the floor.  
 
In 2026, the collaboration between the Fondazione Progetti Beverly Pepper and the Todi 
Festival will once again continue. 
 
Alicja Kwade, whose works are held in prestigious collections such as the Centre Pompidou 
in Paris, LACMA – Los Angeles County Museum of Art, Mudam – Musée d’Art Moderne Grand-
Duc Jean in Luxembourg, and mumok – Museum Moderner Kunst Stiftung Ludwig in Vienna, 
has created the official poster for the 40th edition of the Todi Festival. 
 
The exhibition catalogue will include an unpublished interview with Alicja Kwade by Marco 
Tonelli. 
 
“Beverly Pepper, states Antonino Ruggiano, Mayor of Todi, “gave Todi the 
extraordinary intuition, more than half a century ago, of bringing contemporary art into 
dialogue with the town’s architecture and landscape. To the Fondazione Progetti Beverly 
Pepper — another generous vision of the artist — the city owes the continuation and 
elevation of her legacy through initiatives of great value and international appeal. This 
challenging work continues in 2026 with the choice of Alicja Kwade as the new protagonist 
of an installation set against the stage of the monumental Piazza del Popolo, one of the 
most beautiful medieval squares in Italy. In recent years, this exceptional setting has 
engaged internationally renowned artists such as Arnaldo Pomodoro, Fabrizio Plessi, Mark 
di Suvero and Beverly Pepper herself, whose ‘signs’ are still present throughout the city, 
narrating a story of both present and future.” 
 
“With Alicja Kwade,” declares Elisa Veschini, President of the Fondazione Progetti 
Beverly Pepper, “we open ourselves to a new dialogue with the international art scene by 
inviting to Todi — for the first time since Beverly Pepper — a woman artist to engage with 
the unique scenography of Piazza del Popolo. This exhibition also renews our connection 
with the Todi Festival, for which the artist has created the official poster, continuing a 
tradition that for decades has intertwined contemporary art and theatre. It is precisely 
through projects such as this that, together with the Municipality of Todi, we continue to 
build an ambitious and international cultural vision: that of a town modest in size, yet 
capable of promoting artistic and cultural experiences worthy of the great capitals of 
contemporary culture, where public space becomes a shared experience and vision.” 
“In a play of references and illusions, recalls Marco Tonelli, curator of the exhibition 
and Scientific Curator of the Fondazione Progetti Beverly Pepper, “time in Alicja 



Kwade’s work becomes a material just like the stones suspended on rods and metal 
structures, or the large stainless-steel rings unfolding in space. These are concrete 
metaphors for weight and gravity, elements that curve space-time and determine the 
movement of bodies within the fourth dimension: they form the basis of matter and time 
itself, of its circularity, of its perpetual return upon itself, maintaining the universe in balance. 
It is the very substance from which our thought is made. Naturally, this is only an apparent 
balance, destined to dissolve according to the principle of entropy, thermal death, and 
absolute stasis. Yet in this waiting, Kwade’s time seems to flow backwards, to stop, to linger, 
to unfold in space, to quite literally ‘take time’. Everything is illusion, yet everything is real, 
and every beginning is, in turn, an ending.” 
 
Alicja Kwade. Biographical Notes 

Alicja Kwade was born in 1979 in Katowice, Poland; she lives and works in Berlin. 

Alicja Kwade is internationally recognised for her sculptures, large-scale public installations, films, 
photographs and works on paper that question scientific and philosophical concepts, dismantling the 
boundaries of perception. Her distinctive artistic language is based on reflection, repetition, 
deconstruction and reconstruction of everyday objects and natural materials in an attempt to explore 
the essence of reality and analyse social structures. Often oriented towards the absurd and capable 
of transforming commonly accepted beliefs into open-ended questions, her poetic and hypnotic work 
destabilises familiar systems and seeks new ways of understanding the world around us. Alicja 
Kwade has exhibited at numerous international institutions, including the Louisiana Museum in 
Humlebæk, Whitechapel Gallery in London, MIT List Visual Arts Center in Cambridge 
(Massachusetts), Hamburger Bahnhof – Nationalgalerie der Gegenwart in Berlin, Espoo Museum of 
Modern Art in Espoo, and Haus Konstruktiv in Zurich. In recent years, she has increasingly worked 
in public spaces, creating large-scale installations that engage in dialogue with architecture and the 
natural phenomena of different sites. In 2019, she was invited to create a monumental installation 
for the Metropolitan Museum in New York. Two steel  sculptures and gigantic spherical rocks evoked 
a suspended solar system above the Manhattan skyline.For the 2022 installation Au Cours Des 
Mondes in Place Vendôme, Paris, the artist created a dialogue between natural stone globes fixed 
to infinite concrete stairways and a series of natural stone spheres. Both works explore our place in 
the world, the mechanisms of power underlying reality, and our relationship with knowledge. She 
participated with her installations in Desert X AlUla in 2022 and in the 57th Venice Biennale in 2017. 
Her works are held in major international public collections, including the Centre Pompidou in Paris, 
the Hirshhorn Museum in Washington, LACMA – Los Angeles County Museum of Art, the Louisiana 
Museum of Modern Art in Humlebæk, Mudam – Musée d’Art Moderne Grand-Duc Jean in 
Luxembourg, and mumok – Museum Moderner Kunst Stiftung Ludwig in Vienna. 
Alicja Kwade è nata nel 1979 a Katowice, in Polonia; vive e lavora a Berlino. 

Todi (PG), May 2026. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ALICJA KWADE 
PARAPOSITION 

Todi (PG), Piazza del Popolo 
28 August – 25 October 2026 

Todi (PG), Sala delle Pietre (Piazza del Popolo) 
28 August – 4 October 2026 

Free admission 

Information: 
www.fondazioneprogettibeverlypepper.com/ 
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